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PREFACE. 
The increasing use of selections from our native poets is one of the commendable changes in secondary education. That our poets are equal in merit to the greatest of England or of the world no competent critic would care to assert, but that they should be ignored is also far from reason. An acquaintance with them will minister to both culture and a national self-knowledge. For the sake of the latter the teaching of them should begin as far down as possible in the English curriculum. In connection with the former we may see that the same principle which chooses The Merchant of Ymu-c rather than Hamlet, The Lady of lh<> Lake rather than In Memonam, for study in preparatory schools, applies to them; they appeal strongly to younger students. For these two reasons, therefore, it is well that they should be represented in the list of entrance re.quiremcnts. 
The aim of the present volume is to make easy the approach to three of the notable and typical poems of three of our best poets. The editor would suggest that, in the consideration of any one of the1 poems, the first thing to do is to read it with the least possible reference to comment?. A more careful study may follow, but even then the beauty 
5 
6 Preface 
of the poetry and the spirit of the writer are the things that should stand out in the student's mind. The plan of editing and the method of annotating will largely explain themselves. In the biographical and critical sections the effort has been to include significant facts and distinctive phases rather than a mass of details which few students would comprehend or remember. In the notes the purpose has been to clear up difficulties and to stimulate by an occasional comment rather than to flaunt an editorial erudition. In omitting definitions—a plan violated but seldom in this vohime—the idea has been that a free use of the dictionary on the part of the student will train the perceptions and make for accuracy of speech. It is the sincere hope of the editor that the work will prove flexible and adaptable, and that itwill lead the student to crave further knowledge of the glories of our literature. 
The Univeesity of Arkansas, March, 1910. 
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